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+XPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� LV� WKH� FULPH� RI� XVLQJ� IRUFH��
IUDXG��RU� FRHUFLRQ� WR�FRPSHO�DQ� LQGLYLGXDO� WR�ZRUN�
or to engage in a commercial sex act. Prosecuting 
KXPDQ� WUDɝFNHUV� LV� SDUW� RI� D� KROLVWLF� DSSURDFK� WR�
combating this pervasive form of exploitation. The 
+XPDQ� 7UDɝFNLQJ� ΖQVWLWXWHȇV� �+7Ζ�� DQQXDO� )HGHUDO�

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

CRIMINAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASES IN 2021

NEW CASES 
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VICTIMS IN NEW CASES
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NEW CRIMINAL CASES  

ȴOHG�LQ������

* Based on 94 Federal Districts in the United States.        + Based on 94 Federal Districts in the United States.

There are many states  
and jurisdictions in the United 
States that have NEVER�ȴOHG� 
a criminal forced labor case.*  

Since the TVPA's enactment, only  

53%  
�����RI�)HGHUDO�'LVWULFWV� 
have charged AT LEAST  

ONE FORCED LABOR CASE  
under Chapter 77.+ 

The number of criminal  
FORCED LABOR CASES  
ȴOHG�LQ������LQFUHDVHG�E\ 

22% 
since 2020.

Victims of FORCED LABOR were recruited by:
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93% 
RI�LGHQWLȴHG�YLFWLPV�LQ�

NEW FORCED LABOR CASES  
were foreign nationals. 

The total number of 
VICTIMS in new cases 
ȴOHG�LQ������GHFOLQHG�

25% 
from 2020.

There were 140 NEW CRIMINAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASES ȴOHG�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�&RXUW�6\VWHP�LQ�������

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�DECREASED BY 22% since 2020. 

�����ΖQ������ 

55%������RI�WKH 94 FEDERAL 

DISTRICTS ȴOHG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�QHZ�KXPDQ� 
WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH��ZKLFK�LV�D 15% DECREASE since 2020. 

     45% �����RI�)HGHUDO�'LVWULFWV�GLG�QRW�ȴOH�D� 
����������������������QHZ�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH�LQ�������

There were 260 NEW DEFENDANTS  
CHARGED ZLWK�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�������

Compared to 2020, there was a 5% 

DECREASE in the number of NEW 

DEFENDANTS CHARGED in 2021. Since 

2017, the number of defendants charged 

has DECREASED BY 37%.

+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ�5HSRUW��ȊWKH�5HSRUWȋ��SURYLGHV�DQ�
H[KDXVWLYH�UHYLHZ�RI�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�LQ�WKH�
United States Federal Courts System. To date, this is 
WKH�RQO\�UHYLHZ�RI�LWV�NLQG��7KH�5HSRUW�SUHVHQWV�GDWD�
IURP�ERWK� FULPLQDO� IRUFHG� ODERU�DQG� VH[� WUDɝFNLQJ�
prosecutions. 

ΖQ�������ONE�����ENTITY, an AGRICULTURAL  
COMPANY��ZDV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�

64%�������ZHUH� 
victims of SEX 

TRAFFICKING and 
36% ������ZHUH� 

victims of FORCED  
LABOR 

There were 

449 VICTIMS 
LQ�QHZ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ������
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ΖQ������� 
Federal Courts 

CONVICTED 

96% 
of defendants  
LQ�VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�

cases.

2Q�DYHUDJH��GHIHQGDQWV�VHQWHQFHG�LQ� 
KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�LQ������ 

received a TERM OF IMPRISONMENT  

FOR 160 MONTHS 

����\HDUV����PRQWKV���ZKLFK�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW� 
DYHUDJH�VHQWHQFH�LPSRVHG�LQ�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�

cases since the enactment of the TVPA.

VICTIMS: 

OVER HALF 
RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�LGHQWLȴHG�LQ�QHZ�FULPLQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�LQ������ZHUH�MINORS.
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CASES
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57%

43%

~�%DVHG�RQ�����RI�������YLFWLPV�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�LGHQWLȴHG�ORFDWLRQ�RI�UHFUXLWPHQW�IURP�����������
^�%DVHG�RQ����QHZ�FULPLQDO�VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ������ZKHUH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�PHDQV�RI�VROLFLWDWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�LGHQWLȴHG�

6LQFH�������WUDɝFNHUV�KDYH�UHFUXLWHG�

55% 
RI�VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�YLFWLPV�RQOLQH��XVXDOO\�WKURXJK�
VRFLDO�PHGLD�SODWIRUPV��ZHE�EDVHG�PHVVDJLQJ�
DSSV��RQOLQH�FKDW�URRPV��GDWLQJ�DSSV��FODVVLȴHG�

advertisements, or job boards.~

Defendants used the internet as their primary method of soliciting buyers in 85%
 of the new FDVHV�ȴOHG�^ 
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63% 
of the time, mandatory 
RESTITUTION WAS NOT 
ORDERED in 2021. Courts ordered 
52 defendants to pay restitution 
out of the 141 defendants 
sentenced in cases where 
restitution was mandatory. 

Ζ17(5$&7Ζ9(�'$7$�:(%6Ζ7(

7KH� )HGHUDO� +XPDQ� 7UDɝFNLQJ� 5HSRUW� ZDV� ȴUVW�
published in 2017 as the only exhaustive review 
RI� HYHU\� FULPLQDO� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH� ȴOHG�
in the United States Federal Courts. Since then, 
the Report has captured data from thousands of 
KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� ȴOHG� VLQFH� WKH� 7UDɝFNLQJ�
9LFWLPV�3URWHFWLRQ�$FW��793$��ZDV�HQDFWHG�LQ�������
The data published in the Report each year is 
only a small representation of the amount of data 
collected from those cases and stored within the 
+7Ζ�GDWDEDVH��

7KLV� \HDU�� WKH�5HSRUW� VHHNV� WR�PDNH�VRPH�RI� WKRVH�
additional data points available to readers through 
an interactive section of our website, with the 

ability to download PDFs of the data visuals. These 
LQWHUDFWLYH�IHDWXUHV�ZLOO�DOORZ�UHDGHUV�PRUH�KDQGV�RQ�
access to the data held within the Report database 
so as to explore beyond the information provided in 
the published Report. Readers can now manipulate 
ȴOWHUV�WR�UHYLHZ�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�

� ȏ�3URVHFXWLRQ�RI�+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ�&DVHV 
 • Victims in Cases by District 
� ȏ�5HFUXLWHUV�LQ�+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ�&DVHV 
� ȏ�ΖQGXVWULHV�ΖGHQWLȴHG�LQ�)RUFHG�/DERU�&DVHV

We hope this new interactive feature will help provide 
objective data that can be used to inform prosecutors, 
LQYHVWLJDWRUV�� SROLF\PDNHUV�� VHUYLFH� SURYLGHUV�� DQG�
practitioners. 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE 
INTERACTIVE DATA

DATA.TRAFFICKINGINSTITUTE.ORG

data.traffickinginstitute.org
data.traffickinginstitute.org
https://public.tableau.com/views/FHTR21_1/1_YOY_Stacked_Lines_3measures?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/FHTR21_2/2_Victim_Type_State_Mapping?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/FHTR21_3/3_VictimTrafficker_Pre-existing_Relationship?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/FHTR21_4/4_Industries_FL_Victims_Mapping?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link

