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METHODOLOGY: The 2021 Federal Human Trafficking Report includes every federal human trafficking prosecution filed within the year involving 
a crime within Chapter 77 of the U.S. Code, as well as human trafficking cases charged or resolved outside of Chapter 77 if there was substantial 
evidence of compelled or coerced labor, services, or commercial sex. HTI compiled this Report through a comprehensive examination of public court 
documents in federal human trafficking cases, as well as a detailed review of news stories and government press releases. Data within the State 
Reports are consistent with the 2021 Report’s methodology.

SCOPE: The Report’s findings are not a prevalence estimate of human trafficking in the United States, but instead serve as an objective summary 
of the federal response to combat human trafficking. The Report does not capture data from state prosecutions, state civil suits, or unreported 
human trafficking cases. 

To access the full 2021 Federal Human Trafficking Report, please visit WWW.TRAFFICKINGINSTITUTE.ORG.

To explore data beyond the information provided in the published Report, please visit HTI’s interactive data  
website at DATA.TRAFFICKINGINSTITUTE.ORG.
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